TOP SECRET 


e 10 DOWNING STREET 


THIS FILE MUST NOT GO OUTSIDE 10 DOWNING ST 


FILE TITLE: SERIES 


PART BEGINS: | PART ENDS: | 
| CAB ONE: 


TOP SECRET 3 


: ’ 
Printéd in the UK for HMSO Dd 4590073 7/04 C15 59064 








The National Archives’ reference PREM 19/1301 


TO BE RETAINED AS TOP ENCLOSURE 


Cabinet / Cabinet Committee Documents 


Date 
26/04/1984 


Reference 
CC(84) 16" Meeting, item 4 


The documents listed above, which were enclosed on this file, have been 
removed and destroyed. Such documents are the responsibility of the 
Cabinet Office. When released they are available in the appropriate CAB 
(CABINET OFFICE) CLASSES 


Signed re Py Date 


PREM Records Team 





© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives’ reference PREM 19/1301 


CONFIDENTIAL 


10 DOWNING STREET 


From the Private Secretary 30 April, 1984 


Thank you for your letter of 27 April, 
which which you enclosed a draft message from 
the Prime Minister to the Italian Prime 
Minister expressing gratitude for his agree- 
ment to protect our interests in Libya. As 
you will know, the Prime Minister agreed to 
send a slightly amended version of this message 
which has now been done. I enclose a copy 
of the final version. 


TIMOTHY FLESHER 


R. B. Bone,&Esq., 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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sat 
STIAL, | 


SPIRO t Fe OR Ft 


QUEEN ANNE'S GATE LONDON SWiH 9AT 


$O April 1984 


LIBYA - DEFENCE SALES 
ee 


I have seen your letter to Norman Tebbit Proposing 
action in relation to defence sales to Libya, and Michael 
Heseltine's response. 


My own view, in the light of the events of the last 
two weeks and the safe return of diplomatic staff, is that we 
should now review urgently and carefully all existing contracts 
of this kind and we should halt all new ones until further 
notice. 


I am copying this letter to the recipients of yours. 


Richard Luce, Esq., M.P. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


10 DOWNING STREET 


From the Private Secretary April, 1984 


The Prime Minister has seen the exchange of correspondence 
between your Secretary of State, the Secretary of State for 
Trade and Industry and the Minister of State, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office about defence sales to Libya. Mrs. Thatcher's 
preliminary view is that set out in Mr. Luce's letter of 
26 April. The reason for the revocation of export licences for 
defence sales to Libya is that the Libyans fired on civilians 
and on our security forces in the streets of London; in her 
view, this cannot be termed a "political" reason. Nevertheless, 
the Prime Minister considers that we must look carefully at the 
outstanding orders and the legal consequences of revocation 
before deciding finally. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Peter Ricketts (Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office), Hugh Taylor (Home Office), Michael Reidy 
(Department of Energy), Hayden Warren-Gash (Mr. Luce's Office, 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office) and Richard Hatfield (Cabinet 
Office). 


TIMOTHY FLESHER 


Richard Mottram, Esq., 
Ministry of Defence 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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Co Mental 


10 DOWNING STREET 


From the Principal Private Secretar) 


30 April 1984 


PARLIAMENTARY STATEMENTS ON EVENTS AT THE 
LIBYAN PEOPLE'S BUREAU 


The Prime Minister held a further meeting with 
Ministers this afternoon to discuss the proposed Parliamentary 
Statements and her reply to Dr. David Owen. The Lord President, 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary, the Home Secretary, the 
Lord Privy Seal, the Chief Whip, the Minister of State, FCO, 
(Mr. Luce), Sir Robert Armstrong, Sir Antony Acland, Sir Brian 


Cubbon and Sir Anthony Duff were present. 


The decision was confirmed that there should be two 
statements tomorrow (Tuesday 1 May) afternoon. Since the Home 
Secretary's statement would contain reports on developments in 
Sis James's Square which would help the House's understanding 
of the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary's statement, it was 
agreed that the Home Secretary's statement should precede the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary's. It was also agreed that 
the Prime Minister's reply to Dr. Owen's request for an inquiry 
Should be delivered tomorrow morning and made available to the 
Press at the 1100 Lobby. 


Texts of the proposed statements and the letter were 
discussed. It was agreed that the Foreign and Commonwealth 
secretary's statement should contain more factual material about 
the background of the development of our relations with the Libyan 
People's Bureau and as firm statementsas possible about the 
Government's future actions in combating international terrorism. 


/In particular 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


v) 
_ Aly = 


@ 
In particular, it should be announced that the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Secretary would discuss these concerns with other 
Foreign Ministers in the European Community and the Prime 
Minister would raise the general subject of international terror- 
ism during the London Economic Summit. A reference should also be 
included in the statement to the efforts being made to secure the 


release of Mr. Leddingham. 


It was also agreed that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 


and the Home Office should co-ordinate the provision of a fact sheet 


covering the development of our relations with the Libyan People's 


Bureau and demonstrations and other significant events in the period 


leading up to 17 April. 


I am copying this letter to the Private Secretaries to 


those who attended the meeting. 


Robin Butler 


Len Appleyard, Esq., 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 
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DRAFT STATEMENT 


With permission Mr Speaker, I should like to make 
a further statement about matters connected with 


the shooting incident in St James's Square on 17 April. 


On 25 April I reported to the House the facts of the 
initial incident, and subsequent events up to the time of 
that statement. Today I shall complete the record of 
events up to the departure of those in the Libyan People's 
Bureau from this country, and the search of the former 
diplomatic buildings. I shall also announce the way in 
which I intend to use my powers under the immigration 
controls in future and deal with the public order issues 


connected with demonstrations. 


On the afternoon of Wednesday 25 April, Mr [Baghdadi], 
MR oi 
a member of the so-called Revolutionary Committee who 
had not been in the Bureau at the time of the incident, 
Wasim ey 


was deported. On Thursday 26 April, Mr [Matouk], another 


member of the Revolutionary Committee, was also deported. 
heey a) 


On the evening of 25 April, a representative of the Libyan 


authorities, Col Shaibi, arrived in this country in order 
to help organise the arrangements for the departure from 
this country of those in the Libyan diplomatic buildings 


in London. The discussions relating to this were also — 


/attended 


\ 
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attended by a Saudi diplomat as a representative of the 
power nominated to look after Libyan interests in this 
country after the breach of diplomatic relations. 

During the course of the discussions, Col Shaibi pressed 
that the Libyan authorities should retain the use of 

po the buildings after Sunday e9 April, but “it was 
made clear to him that the official premises were to 

be closed from Sunday night. They were also told that 
after midnight on 29 April, when the buildings ceased 

to be diplomatic premises, the police would require to 
search them to satisfy themselves that no weapons or 
explosives were inside and that the buildings were safe. 
The Libyans were told that a representative of the 
protecting power - the Saudi Arabian Government - could 
be present if they wished. During the course of these 
discussions about departure arrangements, the Libyan 
representatives were informed that, as a matter of 


Safety, arrangements would have to be made to ensure 


unarmed; and that they would be asked to answer 
Nita ta aa 


questions to assist the police in investigating the 


murder of WPC Fletcher because, even though in the 
circumstances there could be no prosecution, it was 
necessary to establish the facts for such purposes 


as the coroners inquest. 


/During 
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“a the use of electronic devices. The whole operation was 
Witnessed by representatives of the Saudi Arabian, Syrian 
and Turkish Embassies. Thereafter the 30 people who came 
out Of the building were driven.. accompanied by the 
diplomatic observers, to the Civil Service College at 
Sunningdale where they arrived shortly before noon. After 
an initial explanation of the procedure to be adopted during 
the remainder of the day, witnessed by two of the diplomatic 
observers, the police then proceeded with their enquiries. 
This involved establishing the identity of each of those 
concerned, by reference to their passports and other documents. 
They were invited to provide a full set of fingerprints, but 
declined to do so and the pol ice/acceoted that refusal. The 
police Will, however, have a record of their fingerprints 
from items which they touched during their stay at Sunningdale. 
Those concerned were then invited by the police to answer a 
number of questions. This process was conducted by two officers 
assigned to each individual, with interpreters where necessary. 
Throughout the whole of this process the diplomatic observers 

_ were free togo wherever they wished in the building. No 
opjection was raised at any point to any part of this process, 
apart from the refusal to supply the fingerprints. 


Once the process of questioning was comléted, and the aircraft 
at Heathrow was ready to return them to Libya, the group were 
escorted by the police to Heathrow, immigration formalities 
having been combleted at Sunningdale. Their aircraft left 
Heathrow at [7,30 p.m.]. AS was made clear last Wednesday, the 
police’s view was that they would not be able to obtain evidence 
to sustain a prosecution for the murder of WPC Fletcher without 
the co-operation of those concerned in the Bureau. 


} 


/The degree ... 
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The degree of co-operation at Sunningdale was not sufficient 


to provide evigenceto sustain a prosecution. Nevertheless, 


police jes. have been narrowed down to two principal 
suspects. Both of these possessed diplomatic immunity and 
could not have been prosecuted under English law even it the 
evidence had been sufficient /_ The questioning at Sunningdale 
and other evidence obtained may well, however, provide 
information relevant to the investigation of bombings in 

London and Manchester in respect of which some people have 
already been charged. The information obtained at Sunningdale. 
and its implications for other offences, continues to be assessed. 
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since my last statement to the House. 

I have been considered what additional immigration measures can 
be taken, quickly, and within the present Rules, to bring home 
the fact that we are not prepared to tolerate nationals of other 
countries bringing onto the streets of Britain violence for their 
Own political ends. The House will already be aware of the 
Instructions I have given to my immigration officials “in dealing 
with Libyans following the break in diplomatic relations. I then 
Said that I would not hesitate to use my powers of removal or 
personal certification if I was satisfied that there was evidence 
that the presence here of any individual was against the national 
interest; and I can inform the House that I have today signed 
detention orders against a further six Libyan nationais whom it 
is intended to deport. 


As far as Libyan nationals generally are concerned, a number of 
further restrictions will now be introduced for any who. under 
the Rules, might be considered for visas. Visitors will receive 
permissions to stay of shorter duration, adapted to the 
circumstances of each case; measures will be taken to ensure those 
admitted observe the conditions imposed. tudents, who as a 
category have often been at the centre of violence, will. if they 
qualify for admission under the Rules, not normally be given 
permission to stay for more than one term at a time; anyone 
failing to meet the requirements in any respect will be refused 
an extension; each application or reapplication will be 
accompanied by stringent checks. Similar restrictive measures 


Will apply to other categories of applicant as the Rules allow. | 


/At present foreion ... 


; 





© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives’ reference PREM 19/1301 


At present foreign nationals are normally required to register 
with the police on arrival only if their period of stay is 

‘more than six months. In view of the announcements I have 
made, however, each Libyan national to whom the new restrictions 
apply will be required to register with the police on arrival. 


In addition, Libyan nationals who are required to register 
with the police will also be asked to sign a declaration 
indicating their recognition of the consequences of their indulging 
in violence for political | reasons, and their intention not to take 
“part in such activity. This document will be affixed to the 
~ police registration form. Its breach will be regarded as vitiating 
the basis on which they have obtained permission to enter. 
I shall be ready to apply similar restrictions to the nationals of 
other countries who have demonstraDly brought into Britain their 
own political violence. 


In setting out these measures, which will be support by appropriate 
Instructions to visa issuing posts abroad, I have been concerned 
not unduly to restrict people’s freedoms nor to undermine our 
tradition as a country of safe refuse and asylum. No-one froma 
country to which such restrictions apply who wishes peacefully to 
express his views in public, has anything to fear. But those who 
abuse our hospitality with violence will cease to receive it, 


I am also considering whether the law on demonstrations and marches. 
Suelthar-the police aS it applies to such events held by foreign nationals, or 


nor I have power to 
ban a static demon- 
stration in advance. 


generally, can helpfully be amended. *The police already have | 
extensive powers, in pursuance of their duty to preserve the peace, 
to regulate the conduct of demonstrations and to prevent a 
demonstration assembling, or to disperse one already assembled, if 





© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives’ reference PREM 19/1301 


they have reasonable cause to believe that such action is 
necessary to preserve or restore public order. As to marches, 
the Public Order Act 1936 provides powers to impose conditions 
or, if those will be inadequate, to ban the holding of public 
processions, in order to prevent serious public disorder. 

I understand the feelings which often lie behind suggestions 
that demonstrations and marches by foreign nationals should be 
subject to special controls, and, possibly, pronibition. ] 
doubt, however, whether it would be right either for the police 
or the Government to be empowered to pick and choose which 
demonstrations were permissible and which were not. either in 
relation to the nationality of those concerned or the subject 
about which they were demonstrating. We should remember who 
committed the offence on 17 April: the demonstrators in 

st James’s Square were the victims, not the perpetrators, of 
Violence. But we must De certain that there are adequate powers 
to prevent warring factions from fighting their battles on the 
Streets of London, and the Rt Hon Member for Manchester Gorton 
very properly said last week. The House will know that I have 


_in hand a comprehensive review of public order law, including 
the issue of the control and regulation of static demonstrations. 
The conclusion of the review, and the announcement of the 


results, will now be expedited. 
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FOCAB 004/29 
OOCABOFF ICE 
GRS 205 


CONFIDENTIAL 

FLASH/DESKBY 2916002 APR 

FM NEW DELHI 2914502 APR 84 

TO FLASH FCO 

TELEGRAM NUMBER 344 OF 29 APRIL 
INFO IMMEDIATE ROME, 


LIBYAN CRISIS 


SONT, HEAD OF THE DIVISION RESPONSIBLE FOR RELATIONS WITH LIBYA 

IN THE MEA, HAS JUST TELEPHONED ME TO SAY THAT THE INDLAN. AMBASSADOR 
IN TRIPOLI, ATUK, HAD BEEN SUMMONED BY ALI HUDERI, WHOM SON] 
DESCRIBED AS .THE-LIBYAN EQUIVALENT TO MINISTER OF STATE FOR 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 


2.  HUDER| HAD TOLD ATUK THAT THE LIBYANS HAD HEARD THAT ACTION 
WAS ABOUT TO BE TAKEN TO ENTER THE PREMISES OF THE LIBYAN PEOPLES 
BUREAU IN LONDON, SO FAR THE LIBYAN AUTHORITIES HAD BEEN ABLE 
TO RESTRAIN THE CROWD FROM TAKING SIMILAR ACTION AGAINST THE 
BRITISH EMBASSY IN TRIPOLI. HOWEVER IF THIS ACTION WERE TAKEN 
|N LONDON THEY DOUBTED WHETHER THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO RESTRAIN 
THEM FURTHER, THE LIBYANS DID NOT WISH FOR AN ESCALATION, BUT 
WERE WILLING TO SEEK A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION. HUDER| ASKED THAT 
THIS MESSAGE SHOULD BE PASSED ON URGENTLY BY THE INDIANS TO HMG, 
re tt Me ae 
3. IT IS NOT CLEAR TO US WHY THE LIBYANS HAVE CHOSEN THE INDIANS 
AS A CHANNEL FOR TRANSMITTING THIS MESSAGE. HOWEVER WE ARE SURE 
IT HAS BEEN PASSED ON BY THEM IN GOOD FAITH, AND SHOULD THEREFORE 
BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY. 


WADE -GERY 
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DRAFT STATEMENT 


ik J am glad to report to the House that followinr our 
decision to break Diplomatic Relations with Libya ths 
evacuation of the British Ambassador and his stafi was cor- 
pleted on 27 April. At the Same time the stafi ana other 
occupants of the Libyan People‘s Bureau in Lonaon returned 

to Libya. It is our firm intention that Libvan diplomatic 
premises should never again provide cover for terrorisi 
Operations. 1 wish to emphasise that we have no quarrel with 
the Libyan people but the Libyan authorities must cleariv: 
understand that the murder of WPC Yvonne Fletcher was ar 
unacceptable outrage in breach of Uk law, international law anc 


the Vienna Convention. The Libvans must understand that it is 


impossible for us to have normal dealings with them while:ther 


behave in such an uncivilised manner. 


2. Inevitably the withdrawal of our Embassy will have 
implications for the large British community in Libya and .for 
British trade. We have made clear to the Libyan authorities 
that we hold them responsible for guaranteeing the continued 
safety of the British community. I am immenselv grateful to the 
Italian Government for agreeing to take on the task of 
protecting power and of looking after the interests of those 
British citizens who remain in Libva. Two British Embassy 
officials have remained behind as the British Interests Section. 
Their first task will be to work for the release of British 
citizens detained in totally unjustifiable reprisals, Their 


release would be an important test of Libvan intentions. 
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Lis In accordance with the undertaking given by my Et Hon Priend, 
the Home Secretary, in his statement to the House last Weanesday, 1 | 
have alreacy set in train a full review of the Vienna Convention and 
its operation and enforceability. We shall need to consult our 
allies about this and consider with them whether there is any early 
prospect of securing amendments to the Convention. JI shall, o: 


course, keep the House informed of our progress with this review. 


a In the meantime we are urgently examining how we can more 
rigorously control the operations of foreign missions in this 
country, in order to prevent them from organising or carrying out 
terrorist activities. The ultimate sanction is, of course, to break 


otf diplomatic relations altogether, as we have in the case of 


Libya. We are prepared to do this when necessary, but it must be 


regarded as action of last resort to be taken when other steps have 
failed. Short of this, the most effective sanction available to us 
under the terms of the Vienna Convention is to declare persona non 
aqrata any diplomats who abuse their status. : Similar action can be 
taken against the staff of a diplomatic mission who do not have full 
diplomatic status but nevertheless enjoy immunity. Such action can, 
if necessary, be taken without giving reasons and can be used:-as an 
exempiary measure against any mission whom the Government had .good 
reason to believe were conducting unacceptable activities in this 
country. [The Government will not hesitate to use this sanction in 


appropriate circumstances. ] 


3 Under the Vienna Convention we also have the power to set 
limits to the size of missions and to refuse to give immunity to 
any premises of a mission which in our view are not being used for 
proper purposes. In the past we have used both these powers where 
necessary. We have limited the size of missions, usvally for 
security reasons; and we have refused immunity to premises, in 
cases where their Geclared purpose was clearly not a normal 
diplomatic one. We shall now consider how we may use thesé powers 
to prevent the abuse by missions of their diplomatic status for 
what has become the new threat from state sponsored terrorist 


activities. 
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iz, aadition to our review of the Vienne Convention we are also 


‘ 


ently examining whether measures can be adopted to prevent abu 


a 
the diplomatic bao without requiring any amendments to the Vienne 


Convention. Scanning would be one possibility. Our practice 
hitnerto has been neither to allow our bags to be scanned, nor to 
scan the bacs of others. The Vienna Convention provides that 
diplomatic baas shall "not be opened or detained". The question of 
Scanning bags is not covered and there is room for argument whether 
this 15 permitted or not. The question is currently before the 
United Nations International Law Commission. Nor, as my Rt Hon 
Friend indicated last week, is it certain how far scanning would be 
effective. All the aspects of this matter must be carefully 
considered and this is being done urgently. i do not want therefore 


at this stage to anticipate the results of our study. 


2. ‘In the course of examining all these questions we shall,-as I 
Say, want-to consult our Allies. There have already been 
discussions among the member states of the European Community, and I 


Shall be rapidly extending this consultation more widely. 
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KEY SUPPLEMENTARIES ON UK-LIBYAN RELATIONS SINCE 1979 


Q. Why did you accept the change when the Libyan Embassy 
became a People’s Bureau in September 1979? 


A. It was not for us to say how the Libyans should organise 
or describe their mission. We had many doubts about the 
implications of the change. After long discussions with the 
Libyan authorities, and consultations with the Governments of 
France, Italy and the FRG, we agreed to the change on three 
conditions:- 


(i) That the status of the People’s Bureau as a 
diplomatic mission should be unambiguous ; 


(ii) That notification by the appropriate Libyan 
Department of the membership of the People's 
Bureau was necessary before we could grant them 
diplomatic privileges or immunities; and 


that we could not conduct day-to-day affairs without 
a recognised Head of Mission notified in writing by 
the Libyan authorities and a. solely empowered 
Signatory of diplomatic notes. The Libyans appeared 
to accept these conditions. Other countries 
concerned made similar stipulations. 


Q). If you suspected that the LPB was involved in the 1980 
murders of three Libyans, why did you not close it down then? 


A. Breaking relations is a drastic step and is the action of 
last resort. We have only broken diplomatic relations on 

three occasions since the Second World War,with Albania in 1948, 
Uganda in 1976, and Argentina in 1982. At the time, we 
thought it best to maintain relations in the interests of our 
large British community in Libya and important commercial links. 


Q. What action did you take when a so-called Committee of 
Revolutonary Students took over the PB last February? 


A. Our Ambassador at Tripoli pressed for a name of the new 
Secretary of the LPB. We refused to deal with any member of 
the Revolutionary Committee. Since 5 February, we have not 
accepted any additions to the Libyan Diplomatic List. 


Q). What action did you take after the hostile press. 
conference by the Committee on 24 February? 


A, HM Ambassador protested to the Libyan authorities and 
asked for clarification of their statement and asked whether 
the statement represented Libvan policy. 


/Q. 
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What did they say? 


They prevaricated. 


Q. Why did you not take more vigorous action after the 
bombing of 10/11 March, if you suspected Libyan involvement? 


A. We suspected Libyan involvement, but the connection 
between the PB and those responsible for the bombings was 
‘not clearly established. Nevertheless we made clear that any 
repetition of the 1980 incidents was bound to have a serious 
effect on our relations. . We expected the Libyan authorities 
to do everything in their power to persuade Libyan ‘residents 
not. to conmit.criminal acts’. (Text of Sir G Howe's statement 
of 10 March attached, ) 


Six Libyans have been deported and four await trial for 
their involvement in the March incidents. There was not 
considered to be sufficient evidence to warrant declaring any 
diplomatically accredited member of the Bureau persona non grata. 
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SECRET 


SECRET 

DESKBY 2910002 

FM WASHINGTON 2901152 

TO IMMEDIATE FCO 

TELEGRAM NUMBER 1319 OF 29 APRIL 1984 


LIBYAN COMMUNICATIONS 


1. THE ARTICLE 1N TODAY'S LONDON TIMES DOES NOT SEEM TO CONTAIN 
ANY NEW DISCLOSURES. HOWEVER, THE CLAIM BY THEIR WASHINGTON 
CORRESPONLENT THAT, ACCORDING TQ_A SENIOR ADMINISTRATION 
SOURCE, THIS QUOTE MAY BE_A STORY OF MISSED OPPORTUNITY 
UNQUOTE IS EXTREMELY TIRESOME. WE ARE EXPLORING WITH 

THE HEAD OF STATE DEPARTMENT INTELLIGENCE (MONTGOMERY) 

THE POSSIBILITY OF SOME KIND OF CORRECTIVE ACTION. ONE 
POSSIBILITY WOULD BE TO INDICATE THAT THERE 1$ NO REASON 

TO BELIEVE THAT AN OPPORTUNITY WAS MISSED BUT THERE ARE, 

OF COURSE, RISKS IN DEVIATING FROM A REFUSAL TO COMMENT. 

HE WILL GET BACK TO US. 


ES eS TT ND 


2. PHOREGENERALLY, THE LEADERS OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 
HERE ARE EMBARASSED AND FRUSTRATED AT THESE LEAKS = FIRST TO 
THE ABC PENTAGON CORRESPONDENT AND THEN, IN MORE DETAIL, TO 
THE WASHINGTON PQST. THEY FULLY APPRECIATE THE DAMAGE TO OUR 
COLLECTIVE EFFORT IN THE MIDDLE OF WHAT COULD WELL HAVE BECOME 
OUR HOSTAGE CRISIS. THEY ARE ALSO CONSCIOUS OF THE HARM DONE 
TO OUR COLLECTIVE EFFORTS AGAINST STATE SPONSORED TERRORISM OF 
WHICH LIBYA 1S A LEADING EXPONENT. IF THE AMERICANS CGULD PUT 
A LID ON ALL THIS TALK THEY MOST CERTAINLY WOULD: AN FBI 
INVESTIGATION {S ALREADY UNDER WAY (ALTHOUGH THIS tS WOT YET 
PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE), 

BL.1C. RNOMCEDG! 


SECRET 
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SECRET 


3e FN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, WHILE THERE IS LITTLE MORE THE AMERICANS 
COULD DO IN RESPONSE TO FURTHER REPRESENTATIONS § SHALL BE 
SEC ING EAGLEBURGER ON MONDAY AWD WILL POINT OUT TO HIM THE 


INCONSISTENCY OF SEEKING ALLIED SUPPORT AGAINST STATE=DIRECTED 
TERRORISM AND LEAKING LIKE A SIEVE WHEN WE HAVE A PRACTICAL 


CXAMPLE OF IT. BEYOND THIS, OUR BEST DEFENCE AGAINST A 


eee rece 
REPETITION 1S THE GREATER USE OF RESTRICTED DISTRIBUTIONS: | 


BELIEVE THIS 1% ALREADY UNDER CONSIDERATION. 
cence nee etn LOO eT 
4. FCO PLEASE PASS TOU fO 10 AND CAGINET OFFICE. 


WRIGHT 


LIBYAN CEISIS 
STANDARD (COPIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWNING ST] 


WENAD .. | ears COPIES T0: 
AED NAD . CE TeE ee BOME OFFICE 
ee D DS11 MOD 


CONSULAR D 
News D 
SECURITY D 
PROTOCOL D . 
LEGAL ADVISERS 
MED 


SECRET 
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lO DOWNING STREET 


. ; : . . . c a5 OR, 
From the Principal Private Secretary 29 April 1984 


Yeas Lon, 
LIBYAN PEOPLE'S BUREAU 


The Prime Minister held a meeting this evening to review the 
latest developments surrounding the incident in St James' Square 
on 17 April. The Foreign Secretary, the Home secretary, the Lord 
Privy Seal, the Minister of State FCO (Mr Luce), Sir Robert 
Armstrong, Sir Antony Acland, Sir Brian Cubbon and Sir Antony 
Duff were present. The meeting had before it Sir Antony Duff's 
preliminary report on the events leading up to the shooting. The 
meeting also considered telegram number 344 of 29 April from 
New Delhi and telegram 283 of 28 April from Rome. 


In the course of the meeting, a message was received from 
the Counsellor at the Italian Embassy warning that the Libyans 
could be expected to reciprocate if a search was made of the 
People's Bureau in St James' Square. Ministers agreed that such 
a threat should not deter the police from making a search of the 
People's Bureau for evidence and ensuring that the building was 
safe. They noted that the British Embassy in Tripoli was anyway 
the property of the Libyans. 


The meeting agreed that a further Statement to Parliament 
Should be made as early as possible this week, probably on Tuesday 
when the police investigations in St James' Square would then still 
be in progress. It was for consideration whether there should be 
two Statements, one by the Home Secretary on the public order and 
immigration aspects and another by the Foreign Secretary on the 
aspects of diplomatic relations. The question of an inquiry into 
the information available to the British Government would also 
have to be dealt with, and this would. best be done through a reply 
from the Prime Minister to the letter received from Dr David Owen, 
which would need to be published at about the same time as the 
Statements. It was noted that the Home Secretary and Mr Luce were 
due to address a joint meeting of the back bench Foreign and Home 
Affairs Committees in the House of Commons on Tuesday. 


THIS IS A COPY THE ORIGINAL IS 
RETAINED UNDER SECTION 3 (4) 
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT | 


SECRET HVCCO 
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| THIS IS A COPY. THE ORIGINAL IS 
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, In dealing with the questions in the coming week, it would be 
helpful to have a note of any demonstrations outside the People's 
Bureau since 18 February which had passed off peacefully and also 
the other previous occasions on which the Libyans used language 
Similar to the terms of their protest on the night before the incident, 


Summing up the discussion, the Prime Minister said that Ministers 
Should work towards a further Statement or Statements to the House on 
Tuesday and a reply to Dr. Owen's letter at the same time. Drafts of 
the Statements and of a reply to Dr. Owen should be prepared. It would 
also be helpful if a chronological fact sheet could be prepared 
covering the various events in our diplomatic relations with the 
Libyans since 1979, and in particular of previous demonstrations 
which had taken place outside the People's Bureau and warnings given 
by the Libyans. Ministers would meet again on Monday to consider 
these documents, 


I am copying this letter to Janet Lewis-—Jones (Lord President's 
Office), Hugh Taylor (Home Secretary's Office), David Morris (Lord 
Privy Seal's Office), Hayden Warren-Gash (Mr. Luce's Office), 

Sir Robert Armstrong, Sir Antony Acland, Sir Brian Cubbon and 
Sar Antony Dutt, | 


Your Cy Or 


Kot A Bet 


Len Appleyard , Esq., 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 


SECRET HVCCO 
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GRS 214 | PRIME VHNISTER S 

CONFIDENTIAL — : : 

FM FCO 2811002 APR 84 PERSONAL MESSAG 
“rest lee 


TO FLASH ROME 
TELEGRAM NUMBER 157 OF 28 APRIL OL! t\/\\- No. 


1. PLEASE PASS THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO 
SR CRAXI. BEGINS: 
WE HAVE BEEN THROUGH SOME EXTREMELY DIFFICULT MOMENTS IN 

OUR DEALINGS WITH THE LIBYAN AUTHORITIES IN THE LAST 10 DAYS. 

IT HAS BEEN AN ENORMOUS COMFORT TO HAVE YOUR RAPID, AND GENEROUS 

AGREEMENT TO TAKE ON THE TASK OF 

PROTECTING OUR INTERESTS IN LIBYA AND OF ENSURING THE SAFE 

HANDLING OF THE DELICATE PROBLEM OF EVACUATING OUR STAFF FROM 

TRIPOLI. 

I AM VERY MUCH AWARE OF 

THE ACTIVE SUPPORT. AND ENTHUSIASTIC PRACTICAL ASSISTANCE WHICH WE 

RECEIVED FROM YOUR EMBASSY IN TRIPOLI IN ALL THIS. JI HOPE YOU 

WILL PASS ON MY WARMEST PERSONAL THANKS TO AMBASSADOR QUARONT, 

COUNSELLOR CARDILLI AND THE REST OF YOUR EMBASSY STAFF IN TRIPOLI 

FOR THEIR SELFLESS EFFORTS IN A VERY TENSE SITUATION. THEIR 

SKILL AND COURAGE REFLECTS GREAT CREDIT ON THEM AND YOUR 

COUNTRY. | 

I REALISE THAT THE TASK YOU HAVE TAKEN ON WILL NOT BE EASY 

IN VIEW OF THE IMPORTANCE OF ITALY'S OWN INTERESTS IN LIBYA. 

WE HAVE, AS YOU KNOW, LEFT TWO BRITISH OFFICIALS TO HELP 

AMBASSADOR QUARONI LOOK AFTER THE BRITISH COMMUNITY. WE SHALL DO 
_WHAT WE CAN TO REDUCE TO A MINIMUM THE DEMANDS WE MAKE ON HIM 

AND HIS STAFF. 

' MY WARMEST PERSONAL GOOD WISHES. 
MARGARET THATCHER 
ENDS. 


HOWE 


——_ 


LIBYAN CEISIS eas ) 
STANDARD [COPIES SENT TO NO 10 DONNING ST] 


HESAD EGERTON COPIES TO: 
MAED "CABINET OF 3 HOME OFFICE 
DEFENCE D ao 

PUSD | DSI MOD 
CONSULAR D 
News D 
SECURITY D 
PROTOCOL D 
ehh Ree 


, 
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10 DOWNING STREET 


PRIME MINISTER 


Viscount Whitelaw is 
unable to come to the meeting 


tomorrow as he is planning to 


come back to London on Monday 


morning. He will come to it 
if you are insistent that he 
should do so, Otherwise he 
is very happy to speak on the 
telephone, 


so far the Home Secretary, 
Foreign Secretary and Mr Luce 
have confirmed that they will 


be coming tomorrow. 


cee DL LEELA LAD 
dear Arle 

Klizabeth 

28 April 1984 
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GR250 RESTRICTED 
RESTRICTED 

DESKBY 2814002 

FM ROME 2612152 APR 84 

TO IMMEDIATE FCO 

TELNO 263 

OF 25 APR S& 

|iFO PRIORITY JEDDA 


MIPTs LIBYA, 


1. THE COMPETENT LIBYAN AUTHORITIES WISH TO EMPHASISE TO THE 
ITALIAN ESDASSY IN TRIPOLI, IN THE CAPACITY WHICH IT HAS ASSUMED 
’ OF PROTECTING BRITISH INTEREST IN THE COUNTRY, THAT THEY INTEND 
TO APPLY THE PRINCIPLE OF STRICT RECIPROCITY PARTICULARLY WITH 
REGARD TO THE PERSONAL WELFARE AND SAFETY OF LIBYAN CITIZENS 
RESIDENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM FOR STUDY OR OTHER REASONS. 
THE LIBYAN AUTHORITIES REQUEST THAT THE BRITISH POLICE REFRAIN FROM 
HARRASSING, INTIMIDATING OR MALTREATING LIBYANS WHO WISH TO 
CONTINUE THEIR STUDIES. IN THE CONTEXT OF THIS REQUEST, WE WOULD 
ALSO MENTION OUR EXPERTATION THAT THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES SHOULD 
TAKE MEASURES TO CONTROL _THE ACTIVITIES OF LIBYAN DISSIDENTS. 
ON NUMBEROUS OCCASIONS WE HAVE RAISED THE CASE OF THREE LIBYAN 
STUDENTS CURRENTLY DETAINED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM, WHO MAY HAVE 
DEEN TORTURED AND SUBJECTED TO EMOTIONAL AND PHYSICAL PRESSURES. 
ACCORDINGLY THE LIBYAN AUTHORITIES REQUEST THAT ITALY SHOULD ACT 
AS MEDIATOR IN ORDER TO NEGOTIATE AN EXCHANGE OF THESE THREE 
DETAINEES FOR THREE BRITONS DETAINED IN LIBYA (ROBERT MAXWELL, 
STENTENCED IN 1980 TO 12 YEARS AND 6 MONTHS FOR FINANCIAL 
IRREGULARITIES, AND CAPTAIN BRENNAN (MERCHANT NAVY) AND HIS ASSISTANT 
WYLIE, WHO WERE SENTENCED IN 1982 TO TwO AND A HALF YEARS FOR 
‘SMUGGLING ALCOHOL. | 


BRIDGES 


LIBYAN CRISIS | 
STANDARD (COPIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWNING ST] 


NEBAD ME EGERTON , COPIES TO: 
eee a _ CABINET OFFICE BOME OFFICE 
PUSD DS11 MOD 
CONSULAR D | _ 

News D 
SECURITY D 

PROTOCOL D 

LEGAL ADVISERS 

MED 


RESTRICTED 
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Instructions for completion of Dummy Card 


Use Black Pen to complete form 

Use the card for one piece/item number only 

Enter the Department, Series and Piece/Item references clearly 
e.g. 

DEPARTMENT/SERIES 

PIECE/ITEM 


(ONE PIECE/ITEM NUMBER ONLY) 


Please Sign and Date in the box adjacent to the description that 
applies to the document being replaced by the Dummy Card 


lf the document is Closed under a FOI exemption, enter the number of 
years closed. See the TNA guidance Preparation of records for 
transfer to The National Archives , section 18.2 


The box described as ‘Missing’ is for TNA use only (it will apply to a 
document that is not in its proper place after it has been transferred to 
TNA) | | 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Foreign and Commonwealth Office 


London SWIA 2AH 


ef April 1984 


Puce Mukin 


Crree Os Send 
oF 


a oi gar 


On 19 April Sir Geoffrey Howe sent a personal message 
to the Italian Foreign Minister to express gratitude for 
Italian agreement to protect our interests in Libya following 
the break in diplomatic relations. I enclose copies of 
FCO telnos 732 to Hong Kong and Hong Kong telno 1082. 


On the assumption that the evacuation of the staff of 
our Embassy in Tripoli today proceeds according to plan, the 
Prime Minister may wish to send a personal message to the 
Italian Prime Minister. I enclose a draft telegram to Rome. 
If the Prime Minister agrees, the Resident Clerk will ‘“7™ 
arrange for it to be despatched. aD 


\ 
ae Sa 


hes i 


(R B Bone) 
Private Secretar 


David Barclay Esq dak bide (4 
10 Downing Street Nook. ay, ~ % 
Dy mate 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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OUT TELEGRAM 


Classification | Caveat | Precedence 


CONFIDENTIAL | | FLASH 


| 
5; TO FLASH ROME 
TELEGRAM NUMBER 

OF | 
eas Please pass the following message from the Prime Minister wo 
'Sr Craxi. BEGINS: | 


We have been through som extremely difficult moments in 


(2, our dealings with the Libyan authorities in the ee days. 


_ oe 
It has been an enormous comfort to have your rapid,e~generous 


| eppchapaenntinmntin emp nyse ube agreement to take on the task of 


‘protecting our interests in Libya and of ensuring the safe 


| 
} 
| 


Tripoli. | 


Lem of evacuating our staff from 


Nog eee cg ac Laat Seale ees leg eae a ee eer aie ne ie ally 
2) CoMmpLetedy—emcanmbrecihenmenetreety, I am very much aware of 
'the active support and enthusiastic practical assistance which we 
‘received from your Embassy in Tripols iat evlcko hes IT hope you 
'will pass on my warmest personal thanks to Ambassador Quaroni, 

5; Counsellor Cardilli and the rest of your Embassy staff in Tripoli 
'for their selfless efforts inj a very tense situation. Their 

2| skill and courage reflects great credit on them and your 

1} country. 

| I realise that the task yOu have taken on will not be easy 
in view of the importance of eaiby ls own interests in Libya. 


iWe have, as you know, Left two British officials to help 


} 


| Catchword: Ambassador 
ife number Dept ' Drafted by (Block capitats) Telephone no 
. ® | 
Private Office | C50 WSs 
uthorised for Initials Date/time 
despatch by: | 
| For D | Comcen reference ‘Telegram number Processed by 
iuse only | | 
| =i 


KY 48 (REV) 
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OUT TELEGRAM (CONT) 


Classification and Caveats 
CONFIDENTIAL 


<<< 


Ambassador Quaroni Look after the British community. We shall do. 


' 


what we can to reduce to a minimum the demands we make on him 
and nis-stat fe 
My warmest personal good wishes. 
MARGARET THATCHER 
ENDS. 


HOWE 
NNNN 


yd 


Catchword 
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7.7 HONG KONG 
GRS 171 
CONFIDENTIAL 


FROM FCO 191400Z APRIL 1984 

TO FLASH HONG KONG FOR PS/SECRETARY OF STATE 

TELEGRAM NUMBER 732 OF 19 APRIL 

AND TO FLASH ROME 

ROME TELNO 262: PROTECTION OF OUR INTERESTS IN LIBYA 

1. NOW THAT THE I'TALIANS HAVE AGREED TO REPRESENT US 

AFTER THE BREAK THE SECRETARY OF STATE MAY WISH TO SEND A 
MESSAGE TO ANDREOTTI. ‘THE FOLLOWING MAY BE APPROPRIATE : 

'T HAVE LEARNT WITH DEEP GRATITUDE OF YOUR KIND AND PROMPT 
AGREEMENT TO REPRESENT BRITISH INTERESTS FOLLOWING THE 

BREAK IN RELATIONS WITH LIBYA WHICH I FEAR REMAINS THE MOST 
LIKELY OUTCOME. IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE THE BASIS OF ANY FORM 
OF ALTERNATIVE AGREEMENT WITH THE LIBYANS AT PRESENT, WE BELIEVE 
ITALY TO BE UNIQUELY PLACED IN TRIPOLI TO REPRESENT US, 
ALTHOUGH I RECOGNISE IT IS NOT AN EASY TASK TO ASK OF YOU. WE 
SHALL OF COURSE REMAIN IN CLOSE CONTACT IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS BUT 
I WANTED TO PASS ON TO YOU AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT MY 
SINCERE THANKS FOR YOUR FRIENDLY SUPPORTIVE ACTION’. 

2. FOR ROME ON RECEIPT OF A TRIGGER TELEGRAM FROM HONG KONG 
YOU SHOULD TAKE THE APPROPRIATE ACTION. 

HOWE 


1 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ET 
GhG KONG 1916507 APR &4 
FLASH F CG 
TELEGKAM NUMBER 1082 OF 19 APRIL 
AND TO FLASH ROME 


FOLLOWING FROM PRIVATE SECRETARY 
YOUR TELNO 732s PROTECTION OF OUR INTERESTS IN LIBYA 


1, THE SECRETARY OF STATE AGREES THAT A MESSAGE On THE LINES 
PROPOSED SHOULD BE SENT. HE SUGGESTS A SMALL AMENDMENT TO THE. FIRST 
SENTENCE WHICH WOULD BEGINg ¢¢) am DEEPLY GRATEFUL FoR ETC.9* ‘ 


YOUDE 


i) oe F454 ” te; 


. : ay a we 

ie agel ima AN 
sek iDance 

if? » yy ; 


5 
= 4 ph - 7 , ‘ 


ie 
ros 
w=}. 
4 


. ov . : 
. ey : 
- z >, \ ° 
a fy 7 7% 
~ 


’ ob” fe Sane Y 
fat Rett 


¥ 


“i,m; "heob re 


sar ¥ ; 
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB 


TELEPHONE O1-218 9000 
DIRECT DIALLING pales 


MO 26/9/15/1 27th April 1984 


CL) 


LIBYA - DEFENCE SALES 


HH PE 


LA 
I am sending you a quick response to your letter of 26th April 
to Norman Tebbit in which you recommended that export licences 
should be revoked for all defence sales to Libya as soon as diplomatic 


© Were icae} 
staff have been repatriated from both countries. | 


While I fully endorse the need to take firm action against 

the Libyans, I believe that the steps which youuBcopose need to 
be considered carefully. The revocation of export licences for 

par RA serious step which we generally try to 
avoid. For some time now we have acHtc nt eae cetenee eater to 
Libya very carefully and licences have been granted only for non- 
sensitive items. Considerable difficulties would be created for 
a number of companies if their contracts were abruptly terminated. 
Marconi would be particularly badly hit since their contract to 
supply surveillance radars is worth nearly £100M and there is an added 
complication in this case since these radars are being supplied, with 
HMG agreement, through Yugoslavia. No doubt the Libyans would retaliate 
oy Cancel inee ale nent ar eeee ne we could quickly find ourselves 
heading for a trade war. I am not sure that this was our intention 
in breaking off diplomatic relations over the incident in St James's 


Square. Moreover, I imagine that ECGD would be obliged to meet some 


R Luce Esq MP 
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extensive insurance claims from British companies if their contracts 
were terminated by the withdrawal of export licences. 

I would fully agree that we should not permit new defence 
Sales contracts with Libya for the time being, but I consider that 
we should avoid precipitate action on existing contracts and think 
through all the implications before revoking export licences. It 
must be at least arguable that a decision now, to cut off non-lethal 
arms sales might just provoke the sort ae deteriorating climate 
for our people in Libya that it must be one of our major current 


concerns to avoid. 


I am copying this letter to the recipients of yours. 


ha RahS 


WEA 


Michael Heseltine 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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PRIME MINISTER ome 


LIBYANS 


I assume you will wish to ring the Home Secretary 
over the weekend to congratulate him on his handling of 
the Libyan seige. If you do I understand that he is 
likely to be available on Saturday afternoon. One point 


you might raise with him 1S Parliamentary presentation 
CNL AE RN ok OI en 


next week. I understand that at present the Home Secretary 
Nae SE ASI Fo 


is thinking about delaying any statement until the middle 

of the week so that he can say aS much as possible about the 
“Government's response to the events leading up to the seige. 
This has the disadvantage that it will allow the Opposition 


a free rein to make criticisms (as Mr. Healey said tonight 


qa ay 
that he would be doing) for several days. It would also 
eee eae tenn dle oe aD 


mean that the first Governmental response following the ending 
of the seige would be at your Questions on Tuesday. It is 
at least for consideration whether the Home Secretary should 
therefore seek to make a statement on Monday or Tuesday. 
al ee 
You might also consider telephoning Richard Luce to 
congratulate him on his part. 


27 April, 1984 
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a 


SECRET 


Libyan Peoples Bureau - Chronology February - April 1984 


18.2.84 


ews 


28.2. 84 


29.2.84 
1.3.84 


5 Bl 


9.3.84 


10. 3.84 


11.3.84 


12.3.84 


13.23.84 


14. Se 84 


16.3.84 


173.84 


19.34.84 


23.35.84 


253.84 


30.3.84 


LPB taken over by Sudani and revolutionary students (Mabruk, Matuq, 
Baghdadi ) 

Intelligence reports received of possible attacks on opponents of 
Gadaffi 

Security Service send warning to all Special Branches 


grt ee eg 


Police issue public warning of possible Libyan attacks 

Intelligence reports that LPB may have assassins at its disposal 

and stock of weapons 

IND submission to Secretary of State with options for tighter control 
of Libyan entry 

Five bombs placed in various locations in London; two exploded and 
others dealt with by explosives disposal officers. 26 injured (not 
seriously) in one of the attacks. | 

Two bomb attacks in Manchester, in one of which three people received 
minor injuries 

Mr Luce summors Fitouri to express concern; latter denies official 
Libyan involvement. Home Secretary instructs IND to use all available 
powers to expel Libyans where appropriate and tighten visa regime. 
Metropolitan Police have eight people in custody in connection with 
bombings and are looking for several others. 

Intelligence report that revolutionaries ready to continue activities 
and that more bomb making supplies may be imported by diplomatic bag 
Home Secretary issues statement announcing that 5 Libyans will be 
deported. Four Libyans charged in-gonnection with bombings. 

5 Libyans (Abdusalam, Massaud, Rashrash, Maluri and Asghaer) are 
deported: orders againut two more remain extant 

Pro-Gadaffi student march from Jubilee Gardens to Churles II Street 

via St James’ Square; 1250 marchers - event passed off peacefully with 
no arrests Sa nae, 

British Embassy, Tripoli, reports that all Libyan nationals are now being 
required to attend in person for interviews before visas are granted 
Zlitni calls on Holmes, FCO, among others things to express concern 
about poSeible demonstrations by dissidents 


British Embassy Tripoli reports warnings that anti-Gadaffi demonstrations 
ep ns OO i i Na A A i i DT tS SELENE tl SES RS AS Ee nat srt A Ta NO A ELE 


might lead to violence 


Northumbria Police report that they have located one of the Libyans 


against whom a deportation order is still extant (Mahmud) 


SECRET 
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3.4.84 
10.4.84 
11.4.84 


16.4. 84 


1724.84 


20.4.84 
22.4.84 
23.24.84 
244.84 
26.4. 84 


274.84 
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SEGREL 


Mahmud arrested 

Mahmud deported 

Intelligence report that Libyans may be attempting to import weapons 
and explosives via Newcastle 

Zlitni and Fitouri telephone FCO to express concern about demonstrations 
ee, enemmeee omnes 

planned for 17.4.84 and call at FCO just after midnight 

Following Zitni's and Fitouri's call at FCO, Duty Officer informs 
Metropolitan Police and Home Office Duty Officer 

Shootings Ancident neat laden Square at 10 am, death of WPC Fletcher. 
COBR activated. oe 

Intelligence reports (intercepts) begin to be received in Home Office 


around 1 pm which suggest that those in the Bureau had instructions from 


See | 
Tripoli to open fire on police and demonstrators 
NT A SS CL ST I 


Bomb at Terminal 2, Heathrow Airport (8.02 pm) 

Diplomatic relations with Libya broken off (6 pm) 

Mabruk deported 

Baghdadi deported 

Families of Libyan diplomats and non-Bureau staff leave, Embassy families 
leave Tripoli 

Occupants of Bureau come out and leave for Tripoli; Embassy staff return 
from Tripoli 

COBR stood down 

Matuq deported. 
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Transcript by 
JAMES LEE of: 


PRESS CONFERENCE GIVEN BY THE HOME SECRETARY, 
MR. LEON BRITTAN, ON FRIDAY, 27 APRIL 1984 


HOME SECRETARY 
Good Evening, 

Can I say at the outset that the questions and the 
detailed handling of what happened today will be dealt 
with by the Police under their own press arrangements, so 
I shall not deal with that at all. 

As I suppose you have heard, our diplomats have now 
Left Libya. The plane carrying them left Tripoli at 7 p.m. 
and is due at Gatwick at 10.10 p.m. My ministerial colleague, 
Richard Luce will be there to greet the ambassador and his 
staff and their families who faced a very difficult and testing 
time in Libya. 

We have also ensured that Libyan diplomats and all the 
occupants of the People's Bureau have left this country. There 
were one or two who were not occupants of the Bureau who will 
be leaving before Sunday, but all of the occupants of the 
Bureau and the overwhelming majority of the diplomats have 

now left. Their plane left Heathrow at about 7.45 p.m. 


and my reaction to what has occurred is this: that I am 


immensely relieved that after a tragic incident Tuesday a 


week ago, a ghastly outrage which was a blot on international 
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relations, this episode has now been brought to the 
position that we have today, without any further injury 
or loss of life. 

It has been a very delicate ten days or so and 
although when our people come home safely and the Libyans 
are duly expelled from this country, there is a certain 
air of inevitability about it, that has only been made 

dedicated 
possible by a lot of highly skilful and patient/work 
by many people. 

The police, of course, are in the forefront; they 
deserve our warm sympathy for the loss of one of their 
number and I am acutely conscious of that, having been to 
Salisbury for the funeral. But they also deserve our 
warm gratitude for the great skill in maintaining their 
presence in St. James's Square and then successfully 
conducting what happened today. When it goes like 
clockwork, it looks easy, but I can assure you there are 
many things that could have gone wrong and they did not, 
and we owe a great debt of gratitude to them. 

We also, if I may say so, owe a debt of gratitude to 


the people of London for having been forbearing, for those 


been 
working in St. James's Square who have /deprived of their 
for 
opportunity to do so / a period and a time of an event 


absolutely not of their making and I think that the over- 


whelming feeling now must be of relief. 
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I indicated at the House of Commons our approach 
and policy with regard to these matters; I explained 
why we took the step that we did last Sunday and I 
outlined the immigration policy that was now going to be 
followed in relation to Libya. But tonight, our main 
concern must be that we are glad that our people are out 
and. that we are glad that the presence that has been so 
damaging to London is now removed. 


Of course, the question of the checking of the Libyan 


Bureau building is something that has still to be done. It 


will most certainly be done, as I have indicated was an 
essential requirement as far as we were concerned and as 
from Sunday night, none of the Libyan diplomatic buildings 


Will be Libyan diplomatic buildings any more. 
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QUESTION (THE TIMES) 


With hindsight, did the Government make any mistakes 


at all? 


HOME SECRETARY 

Tt would be ridiculous to stand up and say that of 
course, everything that happened was perfect and that is 
a question that is always asked and always invites an 
answer, which either sounds like an admission of guilt or 
a claim of omniscience. I am not going to make 
either of those. 

T have been concerned with handling this matter since 
Tuesday of last week and I think we have handled it in the 


right way. 


QUESTION 


When are the Police going to go into the People's Bureau? 


HOME SECRETARY 

That is a matter which I think you should ask the police. 
So far as I am concerned, there is no question that that will 
be done. They have got to decide on the safest and most 
effective way of doing it and I think they will be able to 
give you information in due course about that, but the policy 


ig that it should be done and it will be done. 
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QUESTION (PETER HITCHINS, DAILY EXPRESS) 


Would it not have been both safer and a more effective 
warning to others not to behave in this way, to have broken 


off diplomatic relations much sooner than we did’? 


HOME SECRETARY 

I do not think it would have been particularly helpful 
to have broken off diplomatic relations on the day, for 
example, that the incident occurred, because as has been 
indicated many times, our objective then, at that stage, was 
to assume, as you would in the case of any country, that if 
their premises had been abused in the way that occurred, 
it was reasonable to demand that the diplomatic mission 
itself should assist the police in their enquiries, which is 
what I asked for. There has been a great misunderstanding 
on the part of at least one prominent politician in this 
respect. T at no stage indicated that we were bound to 
secure that, but I think it was right to start by making 
quite clear that that was our objective. To have broken 
off diplomatic relations instantly would have thrown that 
possibility away and would have meant that the world community 
would not have seen that Libya was not prepared to cooperate 
in the way that a country could reasonably be expected to 
cooperate if there had been a maverick act on the part of 
one of the people occupying its premises. After that time, 
our attention and interest was inevitably concerned with the 
safety of our people in Libya as much as any other consideration 


and I think that that was a proper and reasonable concern to 
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have, and that is why we engaged for a very few days in the 
task of seeking to secure an arrangement which would enable 
the premises to be closed down and to be searched, for our 
people to come back, for the Libyans to go home, in the 
context of an agreed break of diplomatic relations. That 
proved impossible and we then broke off diplomatic relations, 
and let me remind you, as I reminded the House of Commons 

on Wednesday, that in doing that we responded by breach of 
diplomatic relations whereas the United States, after their 
embassy was raised to the ground in 1979, suspended 


diplomatic relations and did so in 1981. 


QUESTION (DAILY MAIL) 
is takin 
What specific steps /the Government to make it 
less likely that such an incident can occur in future and 


will you be revising the Public Order Act? 


HOME SECRETARY 


AS far as specific steps are concerned, the steps that 
I announced with regard to the Libyan immigation policy 
certainly will have an impact, I believe, because I indicated 
a readiness to deport anybody whose presence I regard as 
being contrary to the public good. 

Of course, we shall be examining the whole episode to 
see what lessons there are to be learnt. I indicated a 


long time ago that in my view the public order legislation 
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requires review and that is happening and plainly, in 
conducting that review, we will want to take into 

account what has happened and see whether that has lessons 
for us. But it may be that it will be necessary to 
take steps which can be taken more quickly than anything 
that involves legislation. I think that it is too early 
this evening to even think in any detail of what those steps 
might be, let alone to announce them, but I can assure the 


country that we will urgently look at the lessons to be 


learnt from what has occurred in public order terms and see 


what action —- whether on immigration or on the public order 
front - is open to us to take to make it less likely that 


events of this kind will occur in the future. 


QUESTION (DAILY TELEGRAPH) 
You said earlier on that you believed there was a need 
for revision of the Vienna Convention. Could you amplify 


that? 


HOME SECRETARY 

What I said in my statement to the House and, of course, 
you will appreciate that the review of the Vienna Convention 
is a matter for the Foreign Office, that what has occurred 
cast questions as to the Vienna Convention, its adequacy, 


its operation and its enforcibility, and the Foreign Secretary 
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will look at these matters and review them with a view 
to considering bringing forward proposals in the inter- 
national community if he thinks that that is the right 
approach to adopt. 

I would stress to those who have pointed out that 
the process of revision of the Vienna Convention is likely 
to be a very long one, that I referred in the House not 
only to its terms, but also to its operation and its 
enforcibility, and I would stress those two aspects of the 
matter as well. Those matters are ones which might not 
necessarily involve quite the comprehensive handling and 
the lengthy handling that a full-scale revision of the 
Convention would involve, but these are matters for the 
Foreign Secretary and he will obiously want to look into 


them carefully. 


QUESTION (inaudible) 


HOME SECRETARY 


I have indicated that for the moment, in the immediate 
future, it will be very difficult for anyone to get a visa at 
all from Libya. I said in my statement to the House that 
that would be the case for some months and I explained some 
of the reasons why it should be so administratively, apart 
from anything else. Obviously, there must be room for 


. compassionate and other urgent cases, but broadly speaking, 
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the procedures that we shall follow will make it very 
difficult for people to come into this country from Libya 
in the next few months. 

If I could just finish, during that period, I shall 
obviously want to consider policy for the period beyond 
that and certainly, I will want to look at all aspects of 
who is coming from Libya and what for and whether they are 


really coming for that purpose, and I shall certainly do so. 


QUESTION 
In view of what has happened in this particular Bureau, 
are you looking at the other Bureaux in London which the 


police, we believe, are very worried about? 


HOME SECRETARY 

T think that tonight, having come here to talk to you in 
the immediate aftermath of the conclusion of the very delicate 
steps that I have been engaged in presiding over since Tuesday 
a week ago, I do not think I would wish to say anything about 


anything beyond this particular episode. 


QUESTION (inaudible) 


HOME SECRETARY 
The announcement that I made on immigration matters 
affected solely Libyans - the announcement that I made in 


the House on Wednesday. As far as other diplomats are 
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concerned, the Saudis, of course, are the protecting power 

for the Libyans here, just as the Italians are in Libya for 
us and therefore, the Saudis have had a role. L thinks; “Lt 
you want to ask in greater detail about that, you should ak 


ask the police when they come to deal with these matters. 


QUESTION (DAILY MIRROR) 
Can you say exactly precisely how many people remain 


inside the Embassy ....-..-. at this moment? 


HOME SECRETARY 
Yes, as from Sunday midnight, there will be nobody in 
the Embassy whatsoever. For the moment, there is simply 


one person carrying out .. conducting... an inventory. 


QUESTION 
A London policewoman died, her killer has been allowed 
to go scot-free. What is the Government's position now, and 


at this late hour, is there anything that can be done about it’ 


HOME SECRETARY 

I think those who are asking me questions will appreciate 
that there could be nobody who takes a stronger view about 
murder and police murders and terrorist murders than I do and 
that is not something that is just a form of words. By my 


expressed views on other occasions and by my actions as Home 


Secretary in relation to those sentenced for murder of that 
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kind, I have shown my revulsion from exactly that, but the 

fact is, as I said to the House, that the police have 

advised me that without the active cooperation of those in 

the Bureau they would not expect to be able to secure the 

conviction of anyone and you must judge for yourself whether 

such cooperation is remotely likely - would have been remotely 

likely - and therefore, ghastly as it is, one has to aarcHe 
actually 

fact of the extreme unlikeliness of/securing a conviction 

the other factors as well, namely the imperative need to rid 


London of this dangerous presence and also the vital 


importance of bringing back our embassy staff and families 


safely from Libya at a time of great delicacy. 


QUESTION 
Will not Colonel Gaddafi be absolutely delighted if 
your immigration policies towards Libyans hit the anti- 


Gaddafi Libyans who have been using Britain as a base? 


HOME SECRETARY 

I think they are here. I think that Colonel Gaddafi 
will not find he is very welcome. All I can say is that it 
is quite remarkable how many of the people who have had to 
leave London to go back to Libya as a result of what we are 
doing have found all sorts of reasons why they would have 
preferred to stay in Londoyj, reasons which have been found 
unacceptable by my Government and the Government of which 1 am 


Home Secretary and therefore, I do not think myself that whatever 
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may be said —- and a lot always is said in Libya —- that 
they will feel anything other than that as a result of 


the disgraceful act of outrageous barbarity, they have 


a 
received the treatment which/civilised country should mete 


in that circumstance. 
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Transcript by 
JAMES LEE of: 


PRESS CONFERENCE GIVEN BY MR. RICHARD LUCE 
AND AMBASSADOR MILES AT GATWICK AIRPORT ON 
FRIDAY, 28 APRIL 1984 


MR. RICHARD LUCE 

»e++eeThey have behaved with typical British dignity and calm 
in a time of crisis. It was literally only five days ago, 

on Sunday night, that I announced that we had decided to break 
off diplomatic relations with Libya. We now welcome home to 
this country the Ambassador and his staff. They have faced 
very real difficulties in the last five days and they have 
risen magnificently to the occasion. I am very grateful 
indeed to the Ambassador and to the staff. 

lL want to say this: we have nothing against the Libyan 
people. We would like to have good relations with Libya, but 
as we recall today the tragic death of Yvonne Fletcher, we 
would do well to remember why Oliver Miles is here this 
evening. The message is quite clear: that we are entitled 
to expect certain standards of behaviour if two countries are 
to have diplomatic relations and the outrage of the 17th of 
April was not only unacceptable, but it was an unprecedented 


abuse of British law and of international law and of the 


Vienna Convention and I hope, and indeed I pray, that the 


Libyan authorities and the Libyan people will pause and will 


reflect and will see the importance of more civilised standards 


of behaviour. 
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In the meantime, I must stress that we continue to 
hold the Libyan authorities responsible for the safety of 
the British community in Libya and we are most grateful 
to the Italian Government for agreeing to look after their 
interests and the protecting power. 

Now, may I ask you gust to put a few questions, if you 


like, to either the Ambassador or myself. 


QUESTION 


Mr. Miles, are you relieved or sad to be home? 


MR. MILES 
Well, of course, I am relieved to be home, but it is not 
very pleasing in my first appointment as ambassador to be 


home after three months. 


QUESTION 


What have been your most difficult moments these last 


few days? 


MR. MILES 


Well, I have had a very difficult, tiresome 


negotiation over the last few days to get the embassy closed 


down and my staff's families and my staff out in good order. 
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QUESTION 


Ambassador, would you describe it as the worst few 


days of your professional career? 


MR. MILES 


No, because I think that T have been involved in a 


very difficult negotiation and that is what I joined for, 


so I am not complaining on that score. 


QUESTION 
You have left two bodies behind. Are you concerned 


for them at all or are you quite confident they will be all 


right? 


MR. MILES 
Quite confident they will be all right. They will have 
a difficult job to do. Indeed, they will have an impossible 
job to do, because they will be expected by the world to 
keep going the service which an embassy was providing for 
the British community in Libya, which they cannot do. But I 
am not concerned for their safety. I think they will be 


well looked after. 


QUESTION 


You must have learnt a great deal in a very short time 


as ambassador, haven't you? 
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MR. MILES 


I have learnt a lot, yes. 


QUESTION 
What, particularly? 


MR. MILES 

Well, I think I have learned that it is perfectly 
possible to be tough and at the same time to maintain good 
working relations with the people with whom you are being 
tough and I think I can claim that I have left Libya without 
making enemies, but without leaving anyone in any doubt at 
all about the feelings in Britain about what has happened 


there. 


QUESTION 
How do you feel physically? 


MR. MILES 
IT am all right, thank you very much. My staff are 
absolutely whacked. They have been working night after night 


and day after day. They have been kind enough to let me keep 


fresh for the press. 


QUESTION 


Ambassador, can you give us your thoughts on what sort of 


job your wife has done in the last few days. 
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MR. MILES 
I thought it was magnificent. Up till now, I think 
T am the only person who noticed she was a star, but I 


think you will all agree now. 


QUESTION 

Ambassador, can you tell us anything about the two 
gentlemen who are still being held in Libya, Mr. Lenningham 
and Mr. Campbell? Do you have any information about their 


whereabouts, what has happened to them or anything at all? 


MR. MILES 

I do not think I am going to go into detail in answer to 
that question. Yes, I do know a certain amount about them 
and I have made very very strong representations to the 
Libyan authorities to try to help them and perhaps we can 


still help them. 


MR. LUCE 
I would just like to add to that if 1 may, that we will 


continue as a government to make the strongest possible 


representations now having Mr. Miles having returned to this 


country. 


QUESTION 
Mr. Miles, «....s.s...(inaudible) 
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MR. MILES 
It was not diplomacy that caused diplomatic relations 


to be broken off. After the shooting, there was really 


no alternative. 


QUESTION 
Mr. Luce, can I ask you one question. Do you see any 
prospect at all of reasonable improved or restored diplomatic 


relations with Libya while Colonel Gaddafi is in charge? 


MR. LUCE 

Well, as I say, I think the ball is in their court. We 
would like to have good relations with Libya, but the decision 
is theirs. By their action on the 17th they made it 
impossible for us to continue, but the ball is in their court 


and we hope that they will resume more civilized standards of 


behaviour. 


QUESTION 


Have you any reason for any real hope of that? 


MR. LUCE 
None at the present time, but I would like to hold out 


hope because I believe in life if you do not there is no 


prospect of anything happening. 
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QUESTION 


So what can the Libyans do to find themselves back in 


favour with the British Government? 


MR. LUCE 
I think in my opening remarks I suggested that a 
of a desire 
demonstration/to have a more civilized standard of behaviour 
would in itself be an indication of perhaps a desire to have 


ordinary relations with us and other countries. 


QUIS TON 


But any practical actions like handing over the 


killer of policewoman Fletcher? 


MR. LUCE 

I think it is too early to say. This week we have 
focussing on the culmination of our relations and as you 
today, both the Libyans and ourselves have moved out 
the respective countries and I think that is what we are 


focussing on at the moment. 


QUESTION 


Can Mr. Miles say what his plans are now? 


MR. MILES 


I think my plans are really in the hands of the Minister 


of State and his colleagues at the Foreign Office. 
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QUESTION 
Will you be relaxing at all? 


MR. MILES 

Well of course I shall go home to my family. That 
is the first thing I shall do, but I have only been in Libya 
for. 5 months. I have not earned very much leave on that 


basis. 


QUESTION 


Do you expect to return, Ambassador? 


MR. MILES 
To Libya? 


QUESTION 


Yes. 


MR. MILES 


No, not in the foreseeable future. Nothing is impossible. 


QUESTION 
Would you like to? 


MR. MILES 


I have got a lot of friends in Libya. I like the country. 
doing 
I was enjoying/what I thought was a difficult but a useful job. 


If I could return in different circumstances I would be delighted 
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QUESTION 
Ambassador, can you describe the circumstances about 


Mr. Lenningham's detainment? Is he being well looked after? 


MR. MILES 


Yes, he is in good health and he has been free, for example, 


to telephone his wife regularly. There is no reason to think 


he is being ill-trated. 


QUESTION 


Is his wife still over there? 


MR. MILES 


No, his wife has returned to this country. 
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Transcript by 
JAMES LEE of: 


INTERVIEW GIVEN BY THE HOME SECRETARY, 
LEON BRITTAN, ON FRIDAY, 27 APRIL 1984 


(NAME OF INTERVIEWER NOT ON TAPE) 


QUESTION 


The murderer of a policewoman has got out of this 


country scot-free. How do you feel about that’ 


HOME SECRETARY 

Of course, it is a terrible thing that the murderer of 
anyone, in particular the murderer of a policewoman, should 
not be detected, but I have got to take account of the advice 
that I get from the police that without the active cooperation 
of those in that building, it would not have been possible to 
put evidence before a court to secure a conviction. So that 
is the situation. And I have also got to take account of 


the imperative need to get rid from this country of a very 


dangerous presence and further, I have got to take account of 


the vital importance of getting our people in Libya back 


home and to take account also of the safety of those remaining 


there. 


QUESTION 


There are those who will understand your reasoning once 


the shooting had happened but will say that you should have 
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understood that from all the warnings Colonel Gaddafi 

had given, that something like this was going to happen. 
There had been bombing outrages. They were clearly 
directed by the people's Bureau. They were not diplomatic 


staff; they should have been kicked out long ago. 


HOME SECRETARY 

You say that but, of course, the people whom we had any 
reason to believe to be responsible for the sort of outrages 
that you describe, four of them are on trial at the moment, 
so I must not comment on those, but there are six people whom 
I deported on the basis that I had grounds for believing that 
they may have been involved. What I did not have was any 
clear evidence of them being actually orchestrated from the 
People's Libyan Bureau, its embassy, and that is a very 
different matter, and it is the case that actually, shooting 
from the embassy in this way is quite unprecedented. The 
Americans, you know, had their embassy burnt down in 1979. 
In 1981 they suspended diplomatic relations, so I do not 
think that you can really say that our response has been 


an inadequate or trady one. 


QUESTION 


Tt is, as you say, unprecedented, but has there not been 


a precedent set now that any other country that might want to 


behave in this admittedly lunatic manner could do so and feel 


that it could get away with it? 
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HOME SECRETARY 


I do not think they will feel that at all, because I 
think that what has actually happened is that Libya's name 
has been dragged in mud before world opinion for this 
disgraceful act and their loss of their diplomatic relations 
with this country is something which they will not relish 
because they have said —- indeed in the course of negotiations 
before we broke off diplomatic relations, they showed again 
and again that they were anxious that diplomatic relations 
should continue, so the idea that every country will be 
encouraged to do the same is wrong, quite apart from the fact 
that it is a bit of a slur on most of the countries of the 
world to expect that they will behave in the way that this 
has happened. This is unique you know, in London. We do 
not have countries generally that do that. We have 
countries that we may disagree with very strongly, but this 


is a unique act. 


QUESTION 
But nevertheless, given that you have given very good 


reasons for doing so, but is it not giving in to terrorism? 


HOME SECRETARY 

I do not think it is giving in to terrorism at all to 
turf out of the country fairly unceremoniously the mission of 
another country and to break off diplomatic relations as we 


have done and then to make .. satisfy ourselves that the 


building which has been the source and the cause of this is 
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rendered safe and secure and no longer has diplomatic 
immunity. You have also got to take into account the 
fact - which I think is not really taken into account in 
your further questions - that if I am advised by the police 
that without the active cooperation of those in the Bureau 
the evidence necessary to secure a conviction is not likely 


to be found, that is also a very important consideration. 


QUESTION 

I have been in the area of St. James's Square for quite 
some time now and just the people passing to talk to me and 
to other reporters are not happy with the way the Government 
has behaved — or at least they are not happy with what they 
see as somebody getting away with murder. What would your 


message be to them? 


HOME SECRETARY 

That I share their unhappiness. This is not a situation 
that is a source of happiness. I am not asking people to 
cheer. I am asking people to accept that the right thing 
has been done in a very difficult and delicate situation. It 
is easy when it all comes out and everybody comes back and 
the Libyans go, but I can assure you there were some extremely 


awkward moments in the handling of this whole thing and I am 


very grateful not only to the police for the way in which they 
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have handled it, which has been immaculate, and very very 


skilful, but also to other people, officials and Government 
Departments, working extremely long hours here and elsewhere 


in order to resolve an extremely tricky situation. 
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FROM: G S BURTON, EMERGENCY UNIT 
DATE: 27 APRIL 1984 


CONFIDENTIAL 


cc: Private Secretary 

PS/Mr Luce 

PS/Mr Whitney 

PS /PUS 

Chief Clerk 

Sir J Bullard 

Sir J Leahy 

Lord N Gordon Lennox 

Mr Egerton 

Mr Adams 

Mr Wright 

NENAD 

News Department 

MAED 

Consular Department 

PUSD 

Security Department 

Protocol Department 

Legal Advisers 

No 10 Downing Street 
Mr Long, NENAD Cabinet Office 


LIBYAN CRISIS 


a Mr Miles telephoned at about mid-day BST to say that he had 
just returned from a call on the Libyan Foreign Minister, Dr Traiki. 
The farewell call had been conducted in an extremely friendly 


atmosphere. 


2. Traiki had confirmed the acceptance of Mssrs Anderson and 
Norton as the British Interests Section. Mr Miles pressed_for and 
received assurances that they would have full diplomatic immunity and 
that they would be ''safe''. Traiki added that he hoped some form of 
dialogue could be continued and suggested that we tried to find a 

Mr Hugh (Surname unknown) who had taught Qadhafi English in 
Beaconsfield.. This man, Traiki suggested, would be a suitable 


channel. 


Prisoners 


3s Traiki proposed that the 17 March bombers should be released 


/ for 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


for Mssrs Leddingham, Campbell and Maxwell. Mr Miles repeated our 
position on swapping and said in any case legal processes were 
already underway in the bombing case. However, it would be a 
good idea for Leddingham to be released for Matogq. Traiki, who 

at first did not seem to have heard of Matoq, said that he would 


feed in this idea. Mr Miles was not optimistic about early action. 


Buildings 

4. Traiki seemed to be under the impression that agreement had 
been given in London for Libyan use of some unspecified building. 
Mr Miles pointed out to Traiki Libya's responsibilities under the 
Vienna Convention for protecting the British premises there. 

Traiki said that the British premises, including staff houses, will 
be given full protection until we indicated to the Libyans what we 
wanted to do with them. If the British police were to enter 

St James' Square, the Libyans would probably want to enter our 


Embassy building in the presence of the protecting power. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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FROM: G S BURTON, EMERGENCY UN: 
DATE: 27 APRIL 1984 


cc; Private Secretary 

PS/Mr Luce 

PS/Mr Whitney 

PS /PUS 

Chief Clerk 

Sir J Bullard 

Sir J Leahy 

Lord N Gordon Lennox 

Mr Egerton 

Mr Adams 

Mr Wright 

NENAD 

News Department 

MAED 

Consular Department 

PUSD 

Security Department 

Protocol Department 

Legal Advisers 

No 10 Downing Street 
Mr Long, NENAD Cabinet Office 


Ls Tripolo tell me that the latest BCal ETD today is 1530 local 
time. The Ambassador plans to depart with his staff from the 
residence at 2 pm local time and has invited a press corps to 
witness this. News Department have been in touch with Tripoli to 


give, as requested, a line for Mr Miles to take. 


Zi I have discussed with Head of Chancery, Tripoli, the details 
of communicating with us the various stages of the party's progress. 
Either the Italians or Mssrs Anderson/Redmond (if the Libyans give 
formal approval to the latter remaining as our Interests Section), 
will telephone us the moment the party leaves the residence. On 
safe arrival at the airport, BCal will get a message through via 
their aircraft radio and at the same time the Italians will attempt 
parallel action through their Chancery and/or our Interests Section. 


BCal will, of course, confirm progress on both boarding.:and departure. 


3 Attached is a list of useful telephone numbers in the Italian 


Embassy and their Consulate General ip 
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LIBYA 


ITALIAN EMBASSY 


Tripod 1 
Chancery 
Consulate 


Administration 
(Sr Amozo) 


Ambassador's Residence 
(Sr Quaroni ) 


Counsellor's Residence 
(Sr Goretti) 


Counsellor (Consular)'s Residence 


(Sr Ronca) 


2nd Secretary's Residence 


(Sr Fourneta) 


Benghazi (Code No 0021. 871) 
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Instructions for completion of Dummy Card 


Use Black Pen to complete form 


Use the card for one piece/item number only 


Enter the Department, Series and Piece/Item references clearly 
e.g. 


DEPARTMENT/SERIES 


PIECE/ITEM 
(ONE PIECE/ITEM NUMBER ONLY) 


Please Sign and Date in the box adjacent to the description that 
applies to the document being replaced by the Dummy Card 


lf the document is Closed under a FOI exemption, enter the number of 
years closed. See the TNA guidance Preparation of records for 
transfer to The National Archives , section 18.2 


The box described as ‘Missing’ is for TNA use only (it will apply to a 
document that is not in its proper place after it has been transferred to 


TNA) 
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SECRET 


®@.. SHIPLEY 


THE LIBYAN EMBASSY INCIDENT 


Thank you for your note of 19 April about the Libyan Embassy 


incident. 


Some of this, of course, has taken on the nature of prophesy 
in the light of subsequent events (e.g. your remarks about 
entry control of Libyan students and intelligence warnings). 

I have done my best to feed in your other points as the 
occasion has arisen in COBR —- but as you say, there will have 
to be a "post mortem' in the course of which they can be 
considered more fully. I imagine that you will have your. 
own ways Of bringing them to the attention of the Home Office. 


27 April 1984 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Mr Long, NENAD TD J Miles, 
Emergency Unit 


27 April 1984 


cc: Private Secretary 
PS/Mr Luce 
PS/Mr Whitney 
PS/PUS 
Chief Clerk 
Sir J Bullard 
Sir J Leahy 
Lord N Gordon Lennox 
Mr Egerton 
Mr Adams 
Mr Wright 
NENAD 
News Department 
MAED 
Consular Department 
PUSD 
security Department 
Protocol Department 
Legal Advisers 
No.10 Downing Street 
Cabinet Office 


ANGLO/LIBYAN CRISIS: SITREP AT 0800 HOURS ON 26 APRIL 


Evacuation from Tripoli 
Ln 30 wives and children of our Embassy staff in Tripoli 
arrived Gatwick at 2200 hours yesterday after a 5-hour 


delay at Tripoli airport. The flight was met by the 
Minister of State (Mr Luce). 


2, Staff remaining in Tripoli are due to depart by a 
British Caledonian scheduled service at 1430 hours today. 


Evacuation of Libyans 


oi Families of all Libyan diplomats in London and other 
locations except St James's Square departed Heathrow at 

1930 hours yesterday. Two special aircraft were brought 

from Tripoli for this purpose, one for families and the other 
for a large consignment of diplomatic bags. 


4. Arrangements have been agreed for the movement of the 
Libyans in the PLB to Heathrow for departure by a non-scheduled 
service at around 2000 hours this evening. 


/Meetings 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Meetings with Col. Shaibi on 26 April 


5. 
(a) 


The main points were: 


Shaibi made it clear that he regretted the delay 

in the flight from Tripoli on 26 April; he claimed 
to see no need for the synchronization of flights 
on 27 April, especially since a scheduled flight 
would be involved. 


he professed full confidence in HMG's good will 
Over the evacuation plans for the remaining 
Libyans here, and said that he would be ready to 
intervene at once with the authorities in Tripoli 
if the UK staff leaving on 27 April faced any 
difficulties. 


he agreed to our detailed proposals for evacuating 
the occupants of the LPB through agreed procedures 
to Sunningdale and on to Heathrow. 


he again raised the status of Libyan buildings 
here but seemed to accept that these matters would 
have to be solved through the protecting power 
next week. 


dn 


ee a 


T DJ Miles 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFILENTIAL 
aN 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 


London SWIA 2AH 


From The Minister of State 26 April 1984 


Richard Luce MP Ms: Gy" 
furore Umntclioti hevrocetion, Arfernce 
exp mers j bub Medal DT) are ospuak = 
tee Mv HeneltIne'e mints, attached - 


Do tn uns Cat pred we 


re =e wry than h Wwe ar ay 
K. >. On, en Fe Aer ceah lone Vr! teh 


1. Following our decision to prcae off diplomatic relations' Lah!’ 
with Libya, I have been considering what action is required fs rh 


in other fields. They int. ba Via Hodes 
‘I am in particular concerned about defence sales to Libya. Jue 


om are a number of items on the stocks co d_by licences 0m Ons 
re dy approved over tee pa ear. I ec oe a LS o FT am / 


proceed, — ‘Subject om 


“to any views Michae tne may ave, Tt wou e very reuse 
helpful if you could agree to give the necessary instructio S Car bien 
for these export licences to be revoked as soon as ches A 

Late "removing yan personnel from London Boe 
ensuring the safe return here of our Embassy staff has been | As 
resolved. This is likely in effect to be from Monday 30 Ard a 


3. These licences relate only to military equipment. I Se inet 
consider that we need to go any to military equipment. I do not) 
although I think we must recognise that there may be some public 
and parliamentary pressure to widen the scope of the restrictions. 


4. I am copying this letter t(> the Prime Minister, the Home 
Secretary, the Defence Secretary, the Energy Secretary and to 


Sir Robert Armstrong. \ Raat loo de 
AUR 0m toy 
Ue yet cComtyroy 

nfonm A of Hans 


footy 


The Rt Hon Norman Tebbit MP 

Secretary of State for Trade and Industry 
1 Victoria Street 

LONDON SW1H OET 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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